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WESTERN GHATS & BIRDS

The Western Ghats is a continuous mountain chain parallel to the western coast of India
traversing six states, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu. The
complex topography and climatic conditions helps In the presence of abundance fauna and
flora In this region. At least 325 globally threatened species are present in the Western Ghats
region and many species of plants and animals are yet to be discovered.
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Birds are one of the best indicators of environmental quality of the ecosystem and perform
various roles such as scavenger, pollinator, and predators of insect pests. There are 9702 bird
species identified across the globe out of that around 1300 species are present in the Indian
subcontinent. A large percentage of threatened and rare species of birds were reported from
the WG region and still reporting.
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Among the 529 bird species, 28 species (5%) are
Endemic to WG. The majority of endemic species
belongs to the family Leiothrichidae (21%, 7sp)
followed by the family Muscicapidae (17%, 5 sp) and
Pycnonotidae (14%).
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AVIAN DISTRIBUTION IN WG

Birds are the widely distributed Fauna
present in the Western Ghats and there
are 529 avian species across 119
locations. S =T
WG has 85 avian families. Among these >
Accipitridae is the largest family (43 sp.).
Majority of the avian families are
distributed across the WG regions of A
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala, and
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Maximum endemism was reported from the latitudinal grid
10-11° (85%, 24 sp) and no endemic species are in the ranges

of 16-17° 20-21° and 21-22°.

The endemic distribution of birds also shows a declining
range in the two-degree latitudinal grid. The highest
percentage endemism is estimated at 10-12° (89.28%)

latitude range and lowest at 20-22° (0%).
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composition, and null models in the Western Ghats, India. arXiv preprint q-bio/0510035.
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